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Do you know which type of bread 
molds most quickly? What about how 
much sugar is in different drinks? How 
does an electric current travel? What is 
the human circulatory system and how 
does it work? These scientific questions 
and many more were answered during 
the annual Fulton Science Fair on April 
10th. Students submitted 170 projects 
and over 200 students participated in 
this year’s science fair.

The science fair was open to Fulton 
students from Kindergarten through 5th 
grade. Students could work on projects 
individually or with partners. 

All students  created visual tri-fold 
posters for their project, demonstrating     
their  scientific knowledge. Students 
were able to choose from one of the 
following types of projects: model, 
collection, demonstration, report, or an 
experiment. 

Participants could purchase a t-shirt at a 

very reduced cost, with thanks to Fulton’s 
PTA for generously subsidizing them.
 
This year’s sponsors Miss Dohl, Mrs. 
Drew, Mrs. Eskra, and Mrs. Gall  visited 
classrooms, in advance, to discuss the 
event with Fulton students.  Family 
Night was held in the Fulton gymnasium 
on April 10th in the evening. Mrs. Gall, a 
2nd grade teacher, said, “Fulton has had 
an annual science fair for over 20 years 
now.  It just keeps growing and getting 
better and better every year.  Thank you 
to the families for such a strong showing 
of support for the students. Science 
Rocks!”  
 
The Fulton Science Fair was an overall  
huge success! Miss Dohl said, “Thanks to 
all the Fulton student scientists, families, 
staff, and PTA for their participation 
and support of this educational and fun 
event!”

The 2013 Science Fair video can be found 
at:   http://youtu.be/SWW4iPhrG6U
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Central Middle School Makes 
Schedule Enhancements Starting 

Fall 2013
In the fall of 2013, CMS (Central Middle School) students 
will notice some exciting changes when they receive their 
class schedules. Enhancements are being implemented to 
improve the quality of learning.

Mr. Randy Fortin, principal of CMS, spoke at the April 
Board of Education meeting about the upcoming changes. 
“The CMS staff, students and parents had been working 
hard to make positive changes for the upcoming year, all 
for the betterment of the students and learning.” 

Students will have classes of Math, Science, Language 
Arts and Social Studies, and now a separate Reading 
Class in all grades has been added.  Many core classes will 
now be co-taught, which will allow for students to benefit 
from two teachers working together to teach concepts.  
Mr. Fortin explained further that, “Co-teaching will not be 
one teacher teaching and the other in the room monitoring.  
Both teachers will be teaching simultaneously to all 
groups within the classroom.  This will give a significant 
advantage to our students at CMS.”

Other positive changes will include a year-long Advisory 
Teacher during the Academic Extensions period, and 
student’s choice for their Encore classes. Currently 
students have five classes and are required to take all five.  
The fall of 2013 will offer students six classes, of which 
they choose five. “This option gives students a bit more 
control as they ready themselves for high school and for 
life,” said Mr. Fortin.  Encore classes next year will be 40 
minutes in length.

Mr. Fortin sees these schedule changes as a major step 
forward in the direction of the middle school philosophy.  
“Middle school should be a place to provide all students 
with the knowledge and skills that they need to take 
ownership over their own lives, to be prepared to address 
life’s challenges and create their own knowledge.  This 
should be done with the guidance and direction of a caring 
team of adults including staff and parents.” 

Cooking class, a part of Family & Consumer Sciences

Top 5th & 8th Graders Honored 
for Academic Achievments

Congratulations to the following 5th and 8th grade 
students for their Outstanding Student Achievement 
Award at the 2012-2013 Illinois Principal Association:

Fulton: John Kubin and Natalie Hill
Fierke: Cara Hickey and Kaylee Osterman
Kruse: Erik Zawada and Eleanor Ruf
Memorial: Jason Kent and Julia Bush
Central: Austin Franczak & Abigail Zatkalik

The students, along with their principal, were recognized 
at a special breakfast held in their honor at the Odyssey 
Country Club in Tinley Park on May 3rd. 

The ten district students were chosen based on the 
criteria of student academic accomplishments, school 
involvement, and extra-curricular activities throughout  
the years at the student’s school of attendance.

Congratulations and keep up the good work. You make 
your family and District 146 proud!

District 146 Celebrates 
25th Year of Preschool Program

Mr. Ron Gonser, principal of Fulton School, and the 
preschool staff, were very busy the week of April 15th as 
they prepared for the celebration of The Week of the Young 
Child™, which highlighted the value of the early learning 
programs within District 146 over the past 25 years.

Sue Milewski, a preschool teacher at Fulton said, “It’s all 
about working with our young students, reaching them 
early and letting them know that they are valued, and that 
they are there to learn. The hope is that this will lead to an 
increased desire and motivation for learning.”

Fulton offered parents a special child/parent project 
opportunity decorating a silhouette of their preschooler.  
The projects were displayed for all visitors to view during 
their special week.  

An additional highlight was the visit of Senator Hastings 
and area police chiefs who stopped by to read to the young 
children and promote the literacy program Fight Crime: 
Invest in Kids Illinois.

Event photos/news can be found at www.district146.org  
and D146’s Twitter: https://twitter.com/CCSD146Tweets.



Memorial School Construction

Great changes are coming to Memorial School. 
Beginning June 7th, as the students leave for summer 
break Memorial School will become a “Construction 
Zone” for the final phases of the Memorial School 
Expansion and Renovation Project.  

Mr. Mike Donovan, principal of Memorial said, “The 
Memorial construction project will begin in June and 
will add four new classroom spaces to better serve our 
students.”  The new space will have a positive impact 
on the preschool program within the district, as well. 
“The new classrooms will mean that less preschool 
students will need to be bussed to another school due to 
lack of space,” said Mr. Donovan. 

In addition to the new classroom space, Memorial’s 
Media Center will be expanded. The area is expected 
to not only grow in size, but is to receive a full remodel 
before the construction is finished.

Mr. Donovan added, “All of the work to be performed 
will be within the constraints of the District’s budget. 
No bonds, nor tax increases will be needed to complete 
the construction. This project will not be a financial 
burden to the taxpayers.”

The time frame for the entire construction project will 
be just over a year, with expected completion for the 
2014-15 school year.  

New entrance and dismissal procedures for the 
construction period can be found by clicking on the 
Principal page on the Memorial website found via
www.district146.org.

Student Artwork Showcased 
at Vogt Art Center

It has been a very busy past couple of months for the art 
teachers, and students at D146. Students throughout the 
district worked on and submitted artwork in the hopes 
of being chosen as one the lucky 100 artists on display 
at the Vogt Art Center the entire month of May.

Mrs. Cindy DePinto-Dawud said, “It’s a fun and 
exciting time for everyone. Students submitted their 
artwork, and myself, Miss Marx and Mr. McLaughlin 
had the very difficult task of choosing 100 pieces for 
this special month long Art Showcase. Our opening day 
was May 1st and D146 sponsored a wonderful welcome 
reception in the evening for guests. This year’s crowd 
was the largest that we have ever experienced.  We want 
to thank Vogt Art Center for generously donating their 
space to showcase our talented districtwide students’ 
artwork.”

For more information, photos of the event, and other 
district news, please visit us at www.district146.org.

Congratulations to the cast & crew of
The Wizard of Oz at 

Kruse Education Center for a job well done

EXCITING CHANGES ARE 
COMING TO THE DISTRICT 146 

REGISTRATION SYSTEM

School District 146 is implementing an online 
registration system.   Information will be sent 
home with students during the last week of 
school and updates will be posted on the 
district’s website at www.district146.org. 

For registration information, please contact 
Karen Jemilo at kjemilo@district146.org.



D146’s Featured Student Writer: 

Memorial school is #1 to me because 
there are fun clubs to join. For example 
choir is great and science club is 
cool, too. Another thing that makes 
Memorial School number #1 to me is 
their holiday parties because there is 
great food .Also there are fun activities. 
I have a fun time at all of them.

Something else that makes Memorial 
School #1 to me are my friends because 
other schools might have reading, 
math, and science but they will never 
ever have my friends. 

I also like the songs we sing and the ones 
we make up in class to help us learn new 
strategies. When I hear these songs I 
get inspired to learn more new things. 
Our reading class is also fun because if 
I didn’t learn in reading I wouldn’t read 
half the amount of books I read now. I 
can now read Harry Potter which is one 

of my favorite books. Writing is another 
subject I like because I think I’m a good 
writer and enjoy creating stories. 

We have great teachers and a great 
principal!  I look up to them as role models 
and they also inspire me. Our mascot is 
also awesome because I love eagles and I 
think Memorial Eagles is catchy. We also 
have the best field trips! We went to an 
apple orchard for our 3rd grade field trip 
and received pumpkins! Our choir field 
trip was great too.

My last favorite part of Memorial 
School is our spelling because the words 
are amazing. For example, we had 
“metacognition” as a spelling word and 
we also were able to learn what it meant 
in reading class! These are just a few good 
examples of why I think Memorial School 
is #1!

 Memorial School is #1 to Me - by 3rd grader, CarolineDistrict Calendar 
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